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Questions and Answers on Vaccination

Question 1: What is the administration schedule of the 
Rotarix® vaccine?

The first dose of Rotarix® vaccine can be administered as 
early as six weeks of age. Two doses are administered, with a 
minimum interval of four weeks between vaccine doses.

The first dose of Rotarix® vaccine should be administered 
before the baby is 16 weeks old. The vaccination schedule 
must be completed until the baby is 24 weeks and six days 
old.

In any event, if infants older than 15 weeks have received 
the first dose of Rotarix® vaccine, the next dose of the vaccine 
can be administered as soon as four weeks later. However, the 
completion of the vaccination schedule must be before 24 
weeks and six days of age, as the maximum age at which the 
last vaccine dose can be administered is this.

Question 2: What is the administration schedule of the 
RotaTeq® vaccine?

The first dose of RotaTeq® vaccine can be administered as 
early as six weeks of age. Three doses are administered, with a 
minimum interval of four weeks between vaccine doses.

The first dose of RotaTeq® vaccine should not be adminis-
tered later than 12 weeks. The rotavirus vaccination schedule 

using RotaTeq® is administered as a total of three doses and 
must be completed until the baby is 32 weeks and six days 
old.

If the first dose of RotaTeq® vaccine has been given to ba-
bies older than 12 weeks in any way, the second and third 
doses of the vaccines can be administered with at least four 
weeks between vaccines to complete the vaccination sche-
dule. The last dose of the vaccine should be administered be-
fore the baby is 32 weeks and six days old.

Question 3: Can the rotavirus vaccination schedule be 
completed with vaccines from different manufacturers?

It is recommended that the rotavirus vaccination schedu-
le be completed with the same vaccine as much as possible. 
However, if the vaccine administered for previous doses is not 
available or unknown, since any dose of the vaccine schedule 
will contain RotaTeq®, at least three doses of rotavirus vaccine 
must be administered to complete the vaccine schedule.

Question 4: What should be the approach if the child 
spits up or vomits after receiving the rotavirus vaccines?

If spit out or ejected after administration of rotavirus vac-
cines, a repeat dose is not recommended. There are no data 
on the risk or benefit of re-administering the removed dose. 

Correspondence Address / Yazışma Adresi

Ateş Kara

Hacettepe Üniversitesi Tıp Fakültesi, 
Çocuk Sağlığı ve Hastalıkları Anabilim Dalı,  
Çocuk Enfeksiyon Hastalıkları Bilim Dalı, 
Ankara-Türkiye

E-mail: ateskara@hacettepe.edu.tr

Received: 03.08.2023 Accepted: 17.08.2023
©Copyright 2023 by Pediatric Infectious Diseases and Immunization Society. 

Available online at www.cocukenfeksiyon.orgAvailable Online Date: 08.09.2023

Cite this article as: Coşkun A, Özelçi P, Kara A. Questions on immunization and vaccination and short answers. J Pediatr Inf 2023;17(3):e205-e206.

https://orcid.org/0000-0002-2942-6684
https://orcid.org/0009-0003-9788-6409
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-1654-3232


J Pediatr Inf 2023;17(3):e205-e206Coşkun et al.e206

The routine vaccination schedule of the baby is completed in 
accordance with the schedule of the rotavirus vaccine admi-
nistered with the remaining doses. Repetition is not recom-
mended in the electronic form of Plotkin’s Vaccines, one of 
the main source books of the vaccine, dated 2023, and after 
the recommendation of the United States Advisory Board on 
Immunization Practices (ACIP) in 2009, without a different 
recommendation. However, the UK Immunization Advisory 
Board states that the dose can be repeated and the Australi-
an Immunization Advisory Board states that the dose can be 
repeated depending on the amount of ejection of the baby. 
Dose repetition is generally not recommended in our country.

Question 5: When can rotavirus vaccines be given to pre-
mature babies?

Vaccination of premature babies is based on their chrono-
logical age.

Question 6: Can rotavirus vaccines be administered to 
children with a family history of immunosuppression?

Since rotavirus vaccines are live attenuated vaccines, the 
presence of immunocompromised individuals in the same 
household should be questioned. However, this does not 
constitute an obstacle to the administration of rotavirus vac-
cines. Gastrointestinal excretion of the vaccine virus occurs for 
at least 14 days (about 21 days on average) after administra-
tion of the rotavirus vaccine. For this reason, considering the 
theoretical risk, it is recommended that people with severe 
immunosuppression after rotavirus vaccine not give sub-care 
for the baby for 21 days after the vaccine. If an individual has a 
rotavirus infection, vaccination of infants should be preferred, 
since the risk of transmission to immunocompromised per-
sons in the same household is much higher.

Question 7: Can OPA and rotavirus vaccines be administe-
red at the same time?

In general, orally administered live virus vaccines do not 
interact with parenterally or orally administered live virus vac-
cines.

Rotarix and RotaTeq vaccines do not affect the immune 
response to any of the three antigens of OPA when adminis-
tered concomitantly with OPA. It has been observed that OPA 
affects the immune response after the first dose of the rotavi-
rus vaccine, but this effect is largely eliminated with the comp-
letion of the vaccine series.

Rotavirus vaccines can be administered simultaneously 
with other vaccines of the childhood immunization program.

Oral rotavirus vaccines have been shown to have a pain-re-
lieving effect due to the sucrose content. For this reason, it 
may be preferable to administer the rotavirus vaccine before 
the vaccines administered by injection at the same time.
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