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Invasive Streptococcus pyogenes Infection After Varicella

Sucicegi Seyrinde Gelisen Invaziv Streptococcus pyogenes Enfeksiyonu
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A six-years-old male patient was admitted to the hospital with
the complaints of painful swelling of the neck and high fever.
It was learned that the patient had varicella about two weeks
ago and had an increasing swelling over time and high fever
for a week. It was a spontaneously drained from the swelling
of his neck four days ago, and then the swelling was increased
again. The patient was not vaccinated against varicella, beca-
use the vaccine was not the national vaccination schedule at
that period. On physical examination, crusted varicella lesions
were observed in different parts of the body. There was a soft
tissue swelling with a diameter of approximately 7 cm which
was painful, red colored, warm and fluctuated on the palpa-
tion extending from the supraclavicular region to the upper
side of the chest. On ultrasonographic examination of the af-
fected area, the abscess formation was detected. The abscess
was drained by thoracic surgery. The abscess culture yielded
Streptococcus pyogenes. Intravenous ampicillin-sulbactam and
clindamycin treatments were initiated and then redness, ten-
derness and swelling at the affected area were significantly
decreased.

Varicella is highly infectious and generally benign course with
a spontaneous recovery disease is common in childhood. It
can be prevented by vaccine. The most common complicati-

on of varicella is secondary bacterial skin infections. The most
common agents in these infections are S. pyogenes and Stap-
hylococcus aureus. In the treatment of invasive S. pyogenes in-
fection, the combination of a penicillin group antibiotic and
clindamycin is more effective than the use of a penicillin group
antibiotic alone. Clindamycin, which inhibits protein synthesis,
also inhibits toxins produced by the agent, provides faster re-
covery.
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